
The Bulletin of the Woodland Hills  
Rock Chippers, Inc. 

 

Regular club meetings are held at 7:00PM on the 3rd Saturday of each month at:  
First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91303 

Visit our website    www.rockchippers.org 
WHRC Editor: P.O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA  91365 

Membership Information 

For any questions regarding membership in the Woodland 
Hills Rock Chippers please email Virginia Rotramel at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 

 
Club 

Calendar 
 

August 7th 
Business Meeting 

On Zoom 
7 PM 

 
 

August 14th 
Class 10am 

Cluster  Pendant 
Part 2 

 
 

August 21st 
Society Meeting 
6:30  PM Social 
7 PM General 
Meeting and 

Program at the 
church.  

 
 

Guests welcome 
Email  society or 
Thalia for Zoom 

invitation. 
 
 

From the President…. 
 Hello Fellow Rock Chippers,  
I hope everyone is still safe, and healthy. As 
we all were getting used to the new norm in 
our lives. Things are about to change 
again….This August we will be able to fi-
nally meet in person at the First United 
Methodist Church. Yes, you heard my cor-
rectly, we are going to meet in person. 
Please remember to wear your face mask at 
all times and keep proper social distancing 
even if you had the vaccine. We will be lay-
ing Rock Bingo. Prizes will be provided by 
Ways and Means. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone again. 
Our next board meeting will take place on 
August 7th at 7pm via zoom and our next 
general meeting will take place on August 
21st at 7pm at the First United Methodist 
Church. 
With blessing to everyone 
See you soon! 
Sagi 

 

     Future Rockhounds of America 

For any questions regarding membership in the FRA 
please email Thalia Goldsworthy at 

whrc@rockchippers.org 
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SOCIETY  MEETING PROGRAM 

August 21, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we return to our in-person meetings at the church we will set our tables and chairs 
out on the patio.  We will require face masks and distancing as required by local proto-
cols.  No refreshments will be served.   There will be a social half-hour at 6:30pm—
meeting will start at 7:00pm. 
 

This Rocky Bingo features photos of mineral and rock specimens instead of numbers.  
It is an opportunity to increase your knowledge along with having fun and winning 
prizes. A message from Ways and Means Chair, John states: "This month, the program 
will be Rocky Bingo, and Ways and Means will award prizes". 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone again.  Plan to attend.  

 

BENCH TIP 

FIND THE BALANCE POINT 

 

 

With odd-shaped pendants or earrings it’s often difficult to find the right place to attach a bail or 
loop so that the piece is balanced and hangs straight. 
 
A quick way to make a tool for this is to modify a set of tweezers. Any set of tweezers will work. 
Spread the tips, sharpen them with a file, and bend the tips at a right angle to point towards each 
other. 
 
To use the tool, suspend the pendant or earring between two sharp points to see how it will hang. 

  

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith  
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CLASS FOR AUGUST 114th 
 

 

The class for August is a second session for the Cluster Pendant we 
started in July. This class proved to be a lot harder—dealing with wrap-
ping a frame that consisted of square wire edges and a round wire cen-
ter.  The greater the difference between the gauges, the more challeng-
ing it was.  But, we eventually finished the frame.  Now we will add he 
beads and position the decorative wires. 

Bring your wire wrapping tools: pliers, wire cutters, etc. or borrow from 
Thalia’s supply. 

Class will be from 10:00am to noon.  There is no class fee.  

 

 

              Happy Birthday  
                                  Gary 

            

                   Happy Anniversary   
    

                     The Jensons 
 

 

FRA NEWS 

Because of the changing school situation FRA activities are on hold.  When things re-
turn to some kind of normal here will be more time for in-person badge activities. 

 

Thalia Goldsworthy, FRA Advisor 
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AUGUST BIRTHSTONE - PERIDOT 

 
Peridot (/ˈpɛr.ɪˌdɒt, -ˌdoʊ/ PERR-ih-dot, -doh), sometimes called chrysolite, 
is gem-quality olivine and a silicate mineral with the formula of (Mg, Fe)2SiO4. 
As peridot is a magnesium-rich variety of olivine (forsterite), the formula ap-
proaches Mg2SiO4. Its green color is dependent on the iron contents within the 
structure of the gem. Peridot occurs in silica-deficient rocks such as volcan-
ic basalt and pallasitic meteorites. Peridot is one of only two gems observed to be 
formed not in the Earth’s crust, but in molten rock of the upper mantle. Gem-
quality peridot is rare to find on Earth's surface due to its susceptibility to weath-
ering during transportation from deep within the mantle to the surface. 

In the Middle Ages, the gemstone was considered a stone that could pro-
vide healing powers, curing depression and opening the heart. Peridot is 
the birthstone for the month of August. 

From Wikipedia 

BENCH TIP 

DRILL  BREAKAGE  

 

Using a small drill is difficult for a beginner, especially if it is hand held in a flexshaft or Dremel. They 
are easily broken if you push too hard or if you tilt the drill while it's in the hole. 
 
Most problems, however, are the result of buying cheap drills that suffer from poor quality steel and/or 
inaccurately ground cutting edges. A good drill from jewelry supply companies is well worth the price. 
  
Remember that drilling always goes easier with lubrication.  A little wax or oil is all you need. Almost 
anything will work - Three and One, beeswax, mineral oil, injection wax, car oil, olive oil, or one of the 
commercial cutting waxes. The lubricant helps to move chips out of the hole and reduces friction of the 
drill against the side of the hole, keeping the drill cooler. 

Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 
Amazon.com/author/Bradford Smith  

BENITOITE NEWS 
 
The Benitoite mine now has public usage, for a stiff fee. There 
is accommodation at the Coalinga exit, Motel 6 as I recall. 
This is a link from U-Tube and has all the information, except 
overnight accommodations. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivxnq6wRoKY 
 
  It looks like the fellow who owns the tourmaline outfit in 
Pala. 
Virginia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Pronunciation_respelling_key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olivine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silicate_mineral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnesium
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forsterite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basalt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pallasite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meteorite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birthstone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ivxnq6wRoKY
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WHRC Society  

Business Meeting  2021 

Time: 7:14 pm 

Location: Zoom 

Submitted By Debbie Hirlinger/ Secretary pro-tem 

Date: 7/3/21 

Business Meeting Minutes 

Call to order – Sagi   

Correction or approval of minutes - Approved   

Report of Treasurer - Barbara Account in the black   

 Auditor - Virginia Next audit July   

Bulletin/Publisher - /Thalia Temp Thalia Goldsworthy has been the tem-
porary editor. 

John helps with proofing Posi-
tion open now ask for a volunteer  
to take over? 

Classes/workshops Thalia In person Class  month of July making 
wire wrap pendant with pearls or beads. 
Limit 6  at Thalia’s 10:00 am  led by 
Thalia no class fee, wire fee if needed 

In person at Thalia’s 10:00 am 
TBD 

Corporate Administrator Debbie called/emailed Mary at the 
church for update opening info require-
ments. Aug raffle report due 

Update: FUMCl contacted  us for 
Covid regs, follows LA County 
facility set to open 7/18/21. 

Display/Education /Community Outreach/Trips Need trips Black Rock, NV/overnite Last year’s display case at Tha-
lia’s 

Federation Director - Gary No report   

FRA -Thalia Not meeting at this time   

Hospitality/Historian – Lillian /Gene No report   

Insurance - Debbie Sent our insurance cert to church, Mary 
needs with endorsement 

Update: Insurance cert needed by 
church/call /email McDaniels 

Librarian - Shanna Went into meeting room- all okay Cleared cabinet of old snacks 

Membership - Virginia No new applications   

Programs Calif National Park Geology by Dick 
Weber 

Next month if in person-Rocky 
Bingo 

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia Not on schedule at this time, getting 
late, maybe not possible due to man 
power needed 

Members still hesitate to do show 
for COVID, discussion to contin-
ue 

Ways and Means - John Some items bought for future raffles/
silent auction 

Went to trailer all okay 

Web Master – John Current and up to date/maintenance Someone other than Thalia host 
Zoom meeting as back-up? 

 New Business Mention of continued Zoom meetings 
even if in-person meeting. Portable 
hub? 

Holiday party in Dec? Possible 
Aug picnic or at the church? 

Meeting Adjourned 7:56 PM   

Ways and Means Meeting Prize Nice prize this month-Rhodochrosite 
heart pendant 
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WHRC Society Meeting  
2021 

Time: 7:03pm 

Location: Zoom 

Submitted By Debbie Hirlinger/ Secretary pro-tem 

Date: 7/17/21 

General Meeting Minutes 

Call to order – Flag Salute Sagi Pledge with flag 

Program California National Park 
Geology by Dick Weber 
Photos by Mary Pat 

Dick had a wonderful presentation 
on Yosemite, Sequoia, Kings Can-
yon, Joshua Tree, Lassen, Pinna-
cles and Death Valley 

Correction or approval of minutes - Approved   

Report of Treasurer - Barbara Account in the black   

 Auditor - Virginia Will get books soon, little 
activity 

  

Bulletin/Publisher -/Thalia-Temp/John Thalia Goldsworthy has 
been the temporary editor. 

John offered to help/do newsletter, 
needs program with meet with 
Thalia ask as a non-profit for free? 

Classes/workshops Thalia July made wire wrap frame 
completed for pendant, chal-
lenge with square and round 
wire, beads pearls selected 

Next month Aug continue/finish 
making wire wrap pendant with 
pearls or beads-limit of 6-In per-
son at Thalia’s 10:00 am 

Corporate Administrator Emails with church for 
opening for Aug meeting in-
person. Aug-raffle report 

Contact form completed for the 
church. LA County current Covid 
rules 

Display/Education /Community Outreach/Trips Trip ideas? Last year’s case at Thalia’s 

Federation Director - Gary Soon Opening up general 
meetings 

Everyone having same issues with 
in person meetings 

FRA -Thalia None at this time   

Hospitality/Historian – Lillian /Gene No report   

Insurance - Debbie Requested certificate from 
insurance co. naming church 

  

Librarian /Refreshments-Shanna No new donations, all okay Due to New indoor mask rules- no 
food/snacks at the Aug meeting 

Membership - Virginia No one new   

Show Chairman – Sagi/Virginia Not on schedule at this time, 
getting almost too late for 
October 

Man power/Covid still infecting 

Ways and Means - John All ok has prizes for raffle Bring slab/rock for Rocky Bingo 

Web Master – John Current and up to date/
maintenance 

  

 New Business Voted for in-person meeting 
Aug 21st Rocky Bingo for 
Aug meeting. 

Keep a zoom option when we start 
back to in-person as well, hot 
spot/laptop Speakers can join in 
rather than travel. 

Meeting Adjourned 8:39 PM   

Ways and Means Meeting Prize Rhodochrosite heart pendant won by Thalia 
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

 

Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and instructive 
purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate knowledge about 
them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use of them in lapidary and 
faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good time doing those things with all 
of our friends. 
 
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Social time 
from 6:30 p.m. 
 
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always welcome to 
attend. 
 
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 2 Society 
meetings.  Annual dues are due in November for the following year.  Membership fees are 
currently $27.50 for one adult, $17.50 for a second adult at the same address, juniors 
(ages 10-18) and pebble pups  (ages 4-9) $5 each.  New members pay an additional $15 
initiation fee per person.  Late joining new members may have lower dues as they are 
prorated after mid-year. 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial 
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual 

authors must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have 
been generated by the Bulletin staff. 

Elected Officers/Directors 

President         Sagi Salomon    Director At Large    Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury    Director At Large    Lillian Berwager  

Secretary        Paty Mejorado    Director At Large    Larry Bradbury 

Corp. Adm.     Debbie Hirlinger    Director At Large    John O’Brien 

                          Director At Large    Shanna O’Brien
      

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions 

Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel 

Bulletin Editor …………………………...Open 

Classes……………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Courtesy/Hospitality...Lillian Berwager 

Custodian……………….................Open 

Federation Director………....Gary Levitt 

Alternate Fed Director...Maureen Levitt 

Field Trips…………………………..Committee 

FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Historian……………….......Gene Berwager 

Librarian…………………....Shanna O’Brien 

Membership ……………..Virginia Rotramel 

Outreach………………..Thalia Goldsworthy 

Parliamentarian……………...……….….Open 

Programs ……………………………………..Open 

Publicity…………………..................Open 

Shop ……………...  Pat Keene. Anita Niles 

Club Show Chair………….......Sagi Salmon 

Asst.Show Chair………..Virginia Rotramel 

Ways and Means……...……….John O’Brien 

Webmaster…………............John O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc. 
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 

Address exchange Bulletins to:   Editor at above address 

Society Meeting 

August 21st Program 

ROCKY BINGO 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Social—7:00pm Program 

 

 

 

 

 


